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In  Retrospect  MM.~ 

CONGRCGHTION  OHfiV  SHOMUM 

SIXTY  YEARS  OF  SERVICE  TO  THE  JEWISH  COMMUNITY 


Congregation  Ohav  Sholaum  was  founded  in  August 
iX  during  the  Holocaust  which  destroyed 
European  Jewry.  Our  Congregation  became  a  symbol 
of  the  annihilation  of  the  European  Jewish  communities  and 
their  rebirth  on  American  soil. 

The  spirit  of  dedication  and  devotion  has  been  symbolic  of 
our  Congregation  throughout  its  history  up  to  this  very 
moment  when  we  are  celebratmg  the  Sixtieth  Aru^eraryof 
to  founding.  The  names  of  the  late  Isaak  Adler  Mo  e 
Braunschweiger,  Adolph  Kann,  Herman  Kraemer  Maunce 
Lind  and  Meinhard  Marburg  are  inscribed  in  the  RoU  ot 
Honor  of  the  Founders  of  the  Congregation;  along  with  Hans 
Fischel  and  Fred  Freund  who  are  still  with  us. 

Moving  from  a  small  hall  in  Inwood  to  larger  quarters  at  34 
Sherman  Avenue,  and  finally,  in  1950,  to  our  own  Synagogue 
on  Broadway,  COS  has  served  as  a  place  of  worship  for  .ts 
members  and  the  Jewish  community  of  Inwood-Washington 
Heights. 


The       Congregation 
grew  from  a  handful  of 
members  to  close  to  800 
families  and  rendered  all 
the     services     of     an 
Orthodox  congregation 
such  as  Hebrew  School, 
Chevra     Kadisha,    the 
acquisition     of    burial 
grounds,   a   Sisterhood, 
Men's  Club,  a  Synagogue 
Choir,   a    Golden   Age 

Club,  a  youth  group  and  an  Adult  Education  Program.  Our 
late  Rabbi  Ralph  Neuhaus,  z'l,  was  installed  as  spiritual  leader 
in  November  1942  and  has  guided  the  Congregation  from  its 
smallest  beginnings  until  his  passing  in  June  1990.  Cantor  Eric 
Neumann,  z'l,  as  Chassan  and  teacher  of  our  Hebrew  School, 
and  Executive  Director  and  Cantor  Sidney  Selig  have  so  very 
ably  performed  their  services  to  our  community.  And  we  are 
very  proud  to  honor  all  those  who  have  served  as  Presidents. 
Directors  and  Trustees  of  our  Congregation.  We  recognize 
their  untiring  work  and  devotion  to  this  cause. 

In  the  course  of  these  years  the  interior  of  our  Synagogue 
was  refurbished  and  redecorated  on  several  occasions.  A 
Hebrew  School  building  was  added  to  the  Synagogue  in 
1957.  Social  functions,  sponsored  by  Sisterhood  and  Men's 
Club,  were  flourishing  and  became  very  popular.  A  landmark 
event  was  the  dedication  ceremony  of  our  new  Synagogue 


building,  on  January  14,1951.  attended  by  over  1000  peopk 
by  the  then  Mayor  of  New  York,  Vincent  R.  Impelhten,  and 
other  dignitaries. 

Our  Congregation  played  a  leading  role  in  the Jewish 
Community  of  Inwood  and  we  were  in  the  forefront  of 
philanthropic  endeavors  such  as  UJA/Federaaon.  Israel 
Bonds,  Hatzola,  etc.,  as  well  as  civic  organizations. 

We  celebrated  our  Silver  Anniversary  in  November  1965 
with  a  Banquet  at  the  New  York  Hilton  and  the  2:>th 
Anniversary  of  Rabbi  Neuhaus  in  November  1967  at  the 
Parkside  Plaza.  The  30th  Anniversary  was  observed  on 
November  22, 1970  and  the  25th  Anniversary  of  Cantor  Eric 
Neumann  in  October  1972.  On  October  26, 1980,  the  40th 
Anniversary  of  COS.  took  place  together  with  the  25th 
Anniversary  of  Cantor  Selig. 

On  October  1985,  we  observed  our  45th  Anniversary  with 
a  Gala  Dinner  at  Mt.  Sinai  Jewish  Center  and  published  a 

Souvenir  Journal   on  that 
occasion.  Rabbi   Neuhaus 
was  honored  on  October 
jjj*  '      25,    1987    on    his    45th 
anniversary.  Cantor  Sidney 
Selig  retired  in  November 
1986    after    31    years    of 
devoted    service.    Before 
going  on  Alyiah,  he  was 
given  a  farewell  Dinner  at 
Mt.   Sinai  Jewish   Center. 
On  November  9,1988,  the 
50th     Yahrzeit      of     the 
mfamous  Kristall-Nacht",  a  Memorial  Service  was  held  in 
our  Synagogue  with  the  dedication  of  a  memorial  Plaque. 


June  19  1990  was  a  sad  day  in  the  history  of  our 
Congregation.  Our  beloved  and  revered  Rabbi  passed  away 
suddenly.  A  Memorial  Service  was  observed  on  July  18  in  our 
Synagogue  which  was  tilled  to  capacity. 

Rabbi  Richard  Wolpoe,  who  served  as  Cantor  since  July 
1987,  now  has  also  assumed  the  spiritual  leadership  of  our 
Congregation. 

The  past  60  years  reflect  the  dedication  of  coundess  men 
and  women  devoted  to  the  continuity  of  our  way  of  worship 
their  desire  to  get  together  in  joy  and  sorrow,  to  have  prepared 
our  youth  for  the  future  they  deserve,  and,  above  all.  to  remain 
the  "Kehilla"  it  was  intended  to  be  since  its  founding. 
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